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Your third paper will be divided into three parts. Each part is discussed in detail below. Be sure to complete each one and follow the content and length guidelines. Parts one and two are due by 9 a.m. on Oct. 5. Part three is due no later than 9 a.m. on Oct. 19. You can turn it in earlier if you want to get a head start on your research.
After submitting parts one and two on Oct. 5, we will have individual meetings that week. Another set of individual meetings will take place Oct. 19-23 during which we’ll discuss your detailed method design that is due no later than 9 a.m. on Oct. 19. 
Part 1: 2-3 Page Discussion of the Research Question and Method
In addition to briefly establishing your final research question, this section will outline what methods you plan to use to answer it. This section will be 2-3 pages and should:
· State the research question – “This study will answer the research question of …”
· Provide a description of the primary research methods you will use. A focus group, survey, interview or observation must be accompanied by at least one other research method or level of analysis. 
· Explain why this method is appropriate, citing at least two sources. These sources can be existing similar studies that have used this method or more general discussions of the method from a methods textbook. Regardless, the sources need to help justify why this method is best. 
· Provide a description of the implementation
· Sample logistics 
· Who/what will be included? How will they be recruited, compensated, discovered, etc.? Why do you believe this population or sample is right for your research study? 
· Sample size
· How many people will you survey, interview, observe, include in your experiment? How many focus groups will you run? How many people will be in each one? How many documents/films/TV shows/ blogs/Twitter feeds/Facebook pages/websites will you analyze for your content analysis? Of course, you’ll only answer the questions that pertain to your approach. 
· Why do you believe this is an appropriate number? Citing existing studies with a similar sample size will help with this part, but they aren’t required. 
· Ethics
· Are there any potential ethical questions or problems with your proposed research? If so, what are they and how will you minimize any negative impact? If not, say so. Be sure to think about this question. Don’t just assume your research is absolutely ethical. 
Part 2: Detailed Budget and Timeline (Not included in the required 2-3 page count)*
· When will you complete the steps of your research? When will you analyze the results? For example, if you say you’re doing a certain number of focus groups, when will they take place over the next several weeks? If you’re planning to analyze a certain amount of articles, when will this research start and be completed? Provide specific dates. Don’t just say “over the next few months” or “in early March.” Be sure to keep the deadlines for the course in mind.
· How much will it cost? Include everything – copying costs, compensation, rental fees, etc. 
*Part 2 can be completed using bullet points, a table or a spreadsheet. It doesn’t have to be in paragraph form. 
Part 3: Detailed Method Design (Not included in the 2-3 page count)*
· Content analysis – Coding sheet and instructions/definitions
· Survey – At least a 12-question survey. Survey should be written as if it will be distributed. No more than three demographic questions unless you clear it with me first. 
· Unless otherwise discussed, surveys should use some variation of an established design found in Communication Research Measures: A Sourcebook (Volume I or II).
· Focus group – Focus group design (like the one in the lecture) with at least 10 questions. No demographic questions. 
· Experiment – Experiment design. Be very specific and provide a systematic process. If your experiment includes a survey, you’ll need to provide that, too. 
· Observation – Note taking plan and coding sheet with instructions/definitions
· Interview – A list of potential interviewees with explanations about why they’ll be valuable and at least 10 interview questions (you can use the same questions for each interviewee). No demographic questions. 
*You are allowed to use and update existing method designs found in existing studies. However, if you do that, you’ll need to provide a separate paragraph explaining where you found the design and why you think it should be used for your study. 
General Requirements
· You must cite your sources using APA in-text parenthetical citations and include a bibliography in APA format. 
· You must use the appropriate style
· Cover sheet with your name and research question
· 1-inch margins
· 12-point Times New Roman font
· Double spacing
· Avoid first person
